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Bangalore: What would happen
if a Government acts irresponsi-
bly and turns negligent without
weighing the pros and cons of
poor governance? It wouldn�t be
a surprise if the officials and
contractors openly swindle huge
sums of Government funds in
executing projects. This is the
hard truth about the manner in
which Chief Minister S M
Krishna and his entourage of
ministers conducted affairs of
the State.

The State Government dis-
played scant interest in checking
the duplicate records submitted
by project engineers in the pre-
text of constructing barrages,
canals and dams. Further, the
powers-that-be turned a blind eye
and seldom brought to book
errant officials, who looted the
treasury in the process of pur-
chasing cement and steel for irri-
gation projects.

Though the Karnataka
Lokayukta hunted down the offi-
cials and submitted reports pin-
ning the blame on certain greedy
officials, the Government
stopped short of filing criminal
cases against them. Though
Krishna never misses an oppor-

tunity to portray the irrigation
department�s so-called strides
over the last four years, it is com-
mon knowledge that administra-
tors have shown that much-
vaunted �efficiency� only on
paper, courtesy exaggerated sta-
tistics. The Congress has in
effect brought about misery on
itself by shielding the corrupt in
Bennetora and Mallamaari irri-

gation projects. After all, what
extraordinary feat was achieved
over the past four-and-a-half
years? In Tungabhadra basin,
the farmers reached the peak of
frustration. In Bijapur, Bagalkot,
Gulbarga and Raichur, the farm-
ers are still crying for water.
Irrigation projects are yet to
reach the dry areas around
Dharwad. A success indeed!

During the tail-end of Krishna�s
tenure, the Government split the
Water Resource Department and
kept the whole department in a
dilemma. The farmers who had
earlier reposed complete faith in
Krishna have no water to drink.

This Government lacked the
competence to construct some-
thing as elementary as a canal to
distribute water from Almatti
reservoir. What�s worse, the
Government failed to prove its
stand before Supreme Court to
keep the neighbouring State
away from irrigation projects
such as  Honnagondanahalli,
Chitravati Srishailam and
Pulichintala.

This Government has little
interest in ensuring that the sec-
ond tribunal on Krishna river
succeeds. The Centre has agreed
to form the tribunal. But why is
the Government soft-pedalling
on the formation of the tribunal? 

The farmers from Mandya and
nearby villages are struggling for
water, while a fearful Gover-
nment released water to Tamil
Nadu. A permanent solution to
the Cauvery imbroglio is no wh-
ere in sight. It�s Chief Minister
Krishna who has to carry the
cross for his lack of focus instead
of the honest tax payer.

CCMM  ccaarrrriieess  tthhee  ccrroossss  ooff  hhiiss  GGoovvtt��ss  mmiissddeeeeddss

Bangalore: Former min-
ister and senior AIPJD
leader Vaijanath Patil
along with several for-
mer legislators f rom his
party as well as from the
Congress joined the
Janata Dal (S) on Friday
in the presence of former
Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda.

Also to join the AIPJD
were former minister
and Congress leader
Madanagopal Naik, for-
mer legislators M Y Patil
(Cong), Hanumantharao
Desai (AIPJD), former
Gulbarga Zilla Panc-
hayat President Pramila
Bai and several Taluk
Panchayat members of
Afzalpur and Chincholi.

They pledged to defeat
the Congress in the next
general elections.
Speaking on the occasion
Janata Dal (S) State
President Siddaramiah
said, "with today's devel-
opment we have emerged
stronger in North
Karnataka. We will give
a tough fight to the
Congress". He expressed
the confidence of win-
ning a lion's share of
seats in Gulbarga dis-
trict, which has 13 assem-
bly constituencies, in the
next election.

State President
Siddaramiah said, "with
today's development we
have emerged stronger in
North Karnataka��.
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Bangalore: Chief Minister S M
Krishna on Friday said that elections
to all Agriculturral Produce  Market
Committees (APMCs), local bodies
and co-operative societies will be
postponed by  six months in view of
the coming Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections.

Laying the founda-
tion stone for a whole-
sale vegetable market
complex at
Byatarayanapura on
Bellary Road, he said:
"All co-operative soci-
eties, local bodies and
APMCs, which  were
scheduled to conduct
their elections, will
now have to wait for another six
months in view of the general and
assembly elections to be held in the
State. I hope the parties concerned
understand that we need the men and
machinery to be wholly devoted to
the State elections," he said.

The Chief Minister said that he
had issued directions to all district
commissioners and superintendents

of police to have on stand-by water
tankers for supplying drinking water
to areas with water scarcity.

Dwelling on the subject of drought
relief, Krishna said that following his
talks with the Deputy Prime Minister
L K Advani on Thursday, he was
informed that the Centre would
immediately release Rs 249 crore

funds and 4,13,000 tons
of foodgrains deliv-
ered over the next five
months. "We had been
requesting the Central
Government to assist
us and thankfully they
have finally heard our
plea," he said.

Krishna said:
"Yeshasvini, the
health scheme

launched for the farmers has drawn
worldwide attention, so much so that
a chair has been established in an
esteemed university in United States
to study the contributions of this pro-
gramme". The Chief Minister
referred to Stree Shakti initiatives
and said that women's empowerment
was a focus area of the Congress
Government.
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Bangalore: Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Commi-
ttee President Jan-
ardhana Poojary on
Friday justified the
induction of eleven
AIPJD leaders into
the party and said
it had not only

strengthened the party but also
negated the accusation of
Opposition that the ruling party
had neglected Northern Karnat-
aka and the Lingayat community.

Addressing a press conference,
Poojary said these leaders have
joined the party without any pre-
condition, and they are senior
leaders with credibility in Nort-
hern Karnataka. Their entry has
strengthened our hold in the area.

According to the party's calcu-
lation, the induction of APIJD
leaders would boost the voting

percentage to 51 per cent and
thereby result in increased of
number of winning seats for the
party. With this, he said the party
would make an all-time record
surpassing 1989 results of 179
seats in the assembly to get a two
third majority in the coming elec-
tions, he claimed.

On party workers apprehen-
sions over APIJD leaders entry
and fear of neglect, Poojary said
there is no need for such appre-
hensions as the development is
more favourable to them. Poojary
said the party had weighed the
pros and cons before their induc-
tion.

Based on the capacity of each
individual member, the party
would decide on giving the ticket
with a priority for winning the
seat. He said if, the party is get-
ting two third majority, it would
lead to more Council and Rajya
Sabha seats. Moreover, with the

party coming back to power, sev-
eral party workers would get mul-
tiple opportunities.

On the other hand, the defeat of
the Congress would lead to devas-
tating effect on the local bodies,
majority of which are under
Congress hold. What will happen
to these party workers, he asked?
Poojari also assured the S/Cs,
S/Ts and Backward Class party-
men that their interests would be
safeguarded.

On BJP's allegation of land-
grabbing by the Congress for the
party office, he said the party
had not received the land free of
cost and that no concession was
given to it by the Government.
The land was earlier allotted to a
Government organization, but
they had failed construct any
building for several years. The
Government after due review
had allotted the land for the
party.

VIJAY TIMES NEWS 

Bangalore: A petition
jointly filed by six
Mayors including from
Bangalore seeking direc-
tions to the State Govern-
ment to extend their
term from the existing
one year to five years
came up before the
Karnataka High Court
on Friday. Justice K
Bhakthavatsala issued
notices in this regard.

The Mayors of Bang-
alore, Hubli-Dharwad,
Belgaum, Mangalore,
Gulbarga and Mysore, P
R Ramesh, Anil Kumar
Patil, Sambaji Laxman
Patil, Divaker, Iqbal
Ahmed and Moda Mani
respectively filed the
petitions. In their peti-
tion, they also challenged
the validity of Section 10
(2) of the Karnataka
Municipal Corporation
Act, which prescribes
that the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor shall hold

office for only a year. The
petitioners further con-
tended that the term of
the corporator is five
years and added that the
office of Mayor should be
co-terminus with the
office of the corporator.
They also stated that the
term of all the local bod-
ies is also five years
which should be reflected
in the term of a Mayor.

They further submit-
ted that all the develop-
mental works undertak-
en by them will suffer if
their term has a short
span of time.

PPoollllss  ttoo  llooccaall  bbooddiieess,,
ccoo--ooppeerraattiivveess  ppuutt  ooffff

PPoooojjaarryy  jjuussttiiffiieess  iinndduuccttiioonn  ooff  ttuurrnn--ccooaattss AAIIPPJJDD,,  CCoonngg  lleeaaddeerrss  jjooiinn  JJDD((SS))

MMaayyoorrss  ffiillee  ppeettiittiioonn

Chief Minister S M Krishna beating traditional drums after
laying the foundation stone for the Byatarayanapura veg-
etable market in Bangalore on Friday. VT photo

KRISHNA�S HOLLOW PROMISES

UUnneeaassyy  lliieess  tthhee  hheeaadd......

115500  hhuuttss  gguutttteedd
Bangalore: Two per-
sons including a child
sustained injuries and
about 400 people were
rendered homeless when
a major fire gutted 150
huts at a slum in Ullala
Upanagara in Kodigena-
halli on Friday.

The fire services per-
sonnel said the fire start-
ed due to electric short
circuit. A 38-year-old
construction worker,
Ziya, sustained severe
burns when he single-
handedly tried to put out
the fire. He was admitted
to Victoria Hospital.

TThheeyy  hhaavvee  
cchhaalllleennggeedd  tthhee
vvaalliiddiittyy  ooff  SSeeccttiioonn
1100  ((22))  ooff  tthhee
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa
MMuunniicciippaall
CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  AAcctt
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Bangalore: The Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Ram
Mohan Ray, on Friday said that
the manner in which the recent
fire at Nagarhole forests spread
over 200 hectares in a short time
suggests that it was lit �by one or
two persons.�

In a statement on the incident,
Ray said if an arsonist sets fire to
the forests �it would be difficult  to
apprehend him or prosecute him.�

Noting that the forests of
Nagarhole are traditionally a high
fire-risk area, he said, the Rajiv
Gandhi National Park where the

fires raged recently, were spread
over 643 sq kilometres of rugged
terrain. In the event of a fire it
posed problems for the Forest per-
sonnel to reach the spot quickly,
he said. Sufficient number of fire-
watchers were engaged at
Nagarhole forests to detect fresh
fires and prevent its spread, he
added.

�It takes many persons to toil in
the face of danger to put out the
fire,� he said. He pointed out that
the fire occurences in Nagarhole
were ground fires which do not
destroy forests. �Repeated ground
fires, however, retard regenera-
tion and causes soil erosion��.

NNaaggaarraahhoollee  ffoorreesstt  wwaass  aarrssoonn::  CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorr

��II  hhooppee  tthhee  ppaarrttiieess
ccoonncceerrnneedd    uunnddeerrssttaanndd
tthhaatt  wwee  nneeeedd  tthhee  mmeenn
aanndd  mmaacchhiinneerryy  ttoo  bbee
wwhhoollllyy  ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  tthhee
SSttaattee  eelleeccttiioonnss��


